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Introduction
Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation 

Systems (AKIS) encompass the framework 

for sharing knowledge and supporting 

innovation services in rural areas. The 

components of AKIS are diverse actors from 

public, private, and charitable sectors, all 

linked to agriculture. Farm advisory services 

are an essential component of AKIS. AKIS 

describes the origins and mechanisms behind 

agricultural knowledge formation and 

dissemination, particularly concerning 

innovations in the agricultural sector. The final 

objective of the system is to equip farmers 

with the means to address challenges around 

food security, efficient resource utilization, 

and climate change. 

Aim
The aim of this poster presentation is to
elucidate the configuration of AKIS within the
Republic of North Macedonia to better
understand who produces and exchanges
agricultural knowledge and innovation, as well
as to present the missing structures and
linkages leading to a more efficient and
effective national AKIS. In addition, the poster
presents which strategic policies are needed
for a functional national AKIS, and what steps
have been undertaken in tackling this issue.
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Proposed strategic steps toward functional AKIS
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Strengthen capacities of AKIS

 Advisory services
 Research and Education

 Public institutions
 Farmer-based organization
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Introduce new 
structures in AKIS

 Private advisory 
services

 Business incubators
 Innovation centers
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Create functional 

relationships within 
AKIS

 Coordination Body
 Groups of farmer-

led interactive 
innovation
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Conclusions
The establishment of a functional national AKIS is very

important for increasing the profitability of agriculture
and the sustainability of rural areas in the country. There
is no consensus in the literature on what a functional AKIS
should be like. Some authors criticize the fragmentation and
lack of integration, while others claim that diversity is
beneficial, leading to greater flexibility in knowledge
provision and exchange. There is no universal AKIS model

that could be followed. However, AKIS should be

centered around farmers as key actors in the system,

and obviously, tailored to the national circumstances.

Major steps were already undertaken in the country to

create a functional AKIS, especially in setting up a new

Law of advisory services and providing a legal

framework for formalizing the status of private advisors,

and introducing regular training of advisors leading to

their certification. AKIS should be further enhanced and
put in the top priorities of the national policies.
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